Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/11/04 . CIA-RDP81-01030R000100420004-0

50X1
T TR B
._r.'-\CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY _
X N This D tains information sfecting the Na-
. tlonal Defense of the United States, within the mean-
) ing of Title 18, Scctions 793 and 794, of the U.8. Code, as
: " . . nmended.‘!ts tmnemlaslot: o: rezelnnan of ltsco::ten_tu
INFORMATION REPORT :rtl,:w. Tha':'!;:l:ducuon of this form l.l:l;rohlbned.
CONFIDENTTAT,
(ELE \Y . -
COUNTRY. USSR (Ukrainian SSR) REPORT | 50Xt
SUBJECT ' frea Descfg.ption of Rubezhnoye DATE DISTR. © 2 April 1954
R NO. OF PAGES 15 50X1-HUM
DATE OF INFO. . REQUIREMENT NO.
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
50X1-HUM:.-

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
{FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

| | | . | 50X1-HUM

/ S— - — ] 50x1.

2., Rubezhnoye is located at N 9-0l, E 38-23,
Page 2, point 5, Kremmenaya should probably read Kremennaya.
On page I, point 12, read Sheregateltiaya Kassz for Zberegateltnaya Kassa,
Baranik, page li, point 11, has also been reported as Barannik, '
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REPORT 50X1
S0X1-HUM
COUNTRY 1 USSR (Ukrainian SSR) DATE DISTR./i FEB 54
SUBJECT 4 .p:-.. Desoription of Rubeshnoye ’ NO. OF PAGES 14
NO. OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOW) ]
“ SUPPLEMENT TO 50%1-HL(
REPORT NO. S0X1-HUM
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
50X1-HUM
)
" 1. -0n an overley of UBAP TCU-25-0234-9969-1-25K, Lisichanek, Sosle .
o '1125,000 é« page 14 3, ﬁlouhd the following ;olnto in S0X1-HUM
~ the Rubeshnoye area: - :
Point 1  Stediua : T
: © AR oval-shaped athietio field, about 180 m. xz 50 m., ¢
" . surrounded by a white brick wall, 3 m. high. There was
Co one large double iron gate located at the sdutheast *
S corner of the .field. The stadium was laid out north-

south and wes logated about 20 m. north of sthe zailroad
line (Point 4)s  The road (Point 2) led direstly to
this stadium from the scutheast. This was the only athletio
field in the area of Rubeshnoye, and was consequently in
’ heavy use by young people, inoluding the various amsteur ]
’ socosr and f£131d teams,- On Sundays, this field was the ) S
most popular area of Rubeshnoys. -

Roint 2 Bosd

. An unpaved, 4irt road about 30 m. wide which led from the . .
town of Rubeshnoye in the southeast to the stedium (Point 1) 0"
vhere it terminated. From the oity of Rubeshnoye to a R

.- peint abeut 300 m, sputheast of the settlement (Poipnt 3),
thid road was’ gob‘bl?q‘&oao paved. During the autumn ,q"pd.
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and early spring months, this roed was a sea of mud.

Joint 3 Settlement

A small residential settloment consisting ot cne-story frame
and plaster houses which were ocoupied by the higher paid
employees of the Khimkombinat. The road (Point 2) extended
through the center of this settlement.

Pojnt 4 - [Railroad Line
i A single track, SRG line, which led from the Donotl Basin

..t in the south to the oity of Mosoow in the northwest, a
P+ distence of about 700 kms. The line was not. eleotrified
<. and heavily used by freight and passenger trains. The
© % freight traffic 414 not conform to s regular schedule,
LI o] | but there was quite a bit of it.
' . There were sbout sir passenger trains passing through this 50X1-HUM

ares daily &nd one exprese train which passed through, frame

Point 3 - Ruberhnoye et aboyt 1100 hours daily. L mer gead
o o 5 xtunded
. 2ojnt S Rosa
. An unpaved dirt road, 30 m. wide, whiob ran west of and ° e

parallel to the railroad line (Point 4) and which extended
- from the town of Rubezhnoye, northwest to the small village
Point 4 of Kremflennpya located about 12 kms. northwest... The, .

. gsction of the road which ran through the town of nnboshnoyo
was partly concrete and partly cobblestone paved. The .road
extended further southeast, past the railroad stationm. (Potnt
22) and thee turned into another rosd (Point 24). ,¢.

[
N X

Qeint 6 raotog; Are!
caoee L At area about 200 m. x 200 m., surrounded by a Ihite bziok

. : vall 3 p. high. | \what the area contained, 50X1-HUM
v o bt it looked like some sort of factory or possibly s saw
: mill. There was an entrance to this ared at ‘its ssstern

Point 3 . ' ¢nd, guarded sluaya by tro civilian gnardu urlod with oy

. o gu‘binOB- e . . IRV

R - I o ;h. .-
!!“E ! R .titute .o S anug O
— g ?r.h.pea. three-story, white brick building, thp .uun.m'&

WYest wing of which was about 100 m. long|and the northeast irt
. .wing, about 80 m. lorg. The gable roof was oqvered with -
. . shest metal which was painted with a.tar paint. The build- . .
4ng housed an institute for the itraining of tecimicians :
: for the chemical and engineering field. | h‘5OX1|4U“A
2.?..1.95—-6— [ the inatituta']jwas conmonly refarred fo 50X1-HUM
. &® the "tekhnikum® by the population. The faculty strength: 50X1-HUM
and student body is unknown| | but the average age ofcn- 50X1-HUM
* $he students was about 20 years. The building also served
as a dormitory for the students who were undergoing traine..
. 4ng which lasted about three years. There were no seourity..
... precautions in or around this bduilding at sny time, There
/. . were three entrances to this building all loo.tod in, th.j!ﬂu
Point 7 gouthwest wing. S g waetat
. . pf‘d with
$ Trgég Sohool ' “he budld-
A T-shaped, two-story, white brick building, with ‘s gable .
roof painted with tar paint. The north wing of the builde t-¢
ing was about 50 m. x 16 m., and the south wing was about 1 t.
the samo aize. The building housed a co-odncstional trudo 1, th
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schobl with a student body of about 100 persons. All studente
-wors a-nAvy blus sray type uniform. In addition to variocus
.types of woodwork tanght here,wood wind dnstruments were also
produced. The building was bordered on the north by a sireet
(Point 13), ohto whioh the mein entrance of the duilding
opened. Adjoining the building on the northwest was an
exercising ground surroundad by a three-meter high wire
fenoe, and on the southeast side of the bullding was a !
small garden also surrounded by a fence of the same height,

Poigt 9 Puilding” : o :
A largs, quadrangle-shaped building, tonstruoted of white

briock, three stories high, covered with a gable roof
which was covered with sheet metal painted with tar paint,
:®he building's wings were about 60 m. x 10 m, On the first
floor of the west winmg wers two stores} one, & grocery and
the other sold hodsabold -atticles. 'The building housed the
‘better-paid Soviettférsonnel who were employed in the NIOPAK
’ ' . " dladoratory and the Kbimkombinat. It was bordersd on the
. '#wst by the street "Prospekt Kirova," an unpayed rosd, 60
" te 70 m. wide, sxtending in a north-northeasterly direce
tion from the street (Point 13), for a distance of about
650 m. Tha building stood directly south of the bduilding
shown as Point-10. . a '
- Zeint )6 Building pe
Ay inverted L-shaped threc-story, white briock duilding,
with a gable roof covered over with shest metal painted
with tar paint. The eastern wing was about 90 m, 2 12 @.j
and the south wing, about 70 m. x 12 ». The two wings
were joined together with an elbow-shaped sesction in whioh
thore wers several apartments on the seoond and third floors.
On the first floor of this connecting section was an office
of sone transportstion agonoy. The entrance to this
. partiocular section was in its southeast corner. The
- eastern wing of this building contained a total of 30 aparte
ments, of whioh 23 were ocooupied by the Oernan specialists,
and-the remaining seven, by key Soviet perscnnel. The
wing was divided into five equal seotions, each having two
apartments on each floor. PJL
] [a total of ten oould
be seen on the-east wing of the building. Eaoch seotiocn . 50X1-HUM
of the east wing had two entrances, one on the east and . C
the other on the west side. The eastern doors wers all
. nailed up. The south wing was divided into two sections,
each having sfx spartments, and the elbowsshaped section
“also had six apartments. All apari{ments in this builid-
ing were identical with the exception of ithe ones in the
*  northernmost section of the east wing.]  |drawn & 50X1-HUM
simple sketoh - which shows the floor plan of ay aparte
ment and which will serve as_an example for the remaining
apartments in the huilding.[:io page 13 _/+ There was a
large basenment in the building whioh was used for the
storage of coal and potatoss used by the chemical plant,
In the adjoining yard, west of the bduilding, stood two
smaller buildings. Both were about 40 m, x 8 n., and
about 2§ m. highyand were used as storage places for.
personal belongings of the tenants of the large building.
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oint 1 Buyilding

An shaped, thrco-storg,vhito prick building, the eastern

wing of which ¥as about 90 %o X 12 m., end the southern wing,

about 50 m. ¥ 12 %. Thbie puilding stood about 300 B south-
osbt of ‘he weilding shown &8 Point 10 and vas bordered on
thy enst Yy tie stteot, #prospeki Eirova." The street

_ (#oint 12), began at the gouthern end of thie puilding. This
gtructore housed Rubezhnoye’s club house, snd wes referred
to a8 the nfiouse of caulfure." There wWerse reading ToOmS,

auditorium, & cantesn, &nd playrocuns of 8ll types hera.

The pentherd wing housed & photograph gtudio and 8 barber
shop. The building's mein antrance Wes jocated in the
southern side of the south wing. Just off the puilding's
pouthesst corneT gtocd & statue of Lenin and of Stalin about
4 oo high made of white stons. The puilding was the center
of @i social aotivity in Rubezhnoye; and in winter time )
the house especially Whs jemned with people. Motion pictures
i demces were given here very often, and dramatic qntortain-
wont prelontod by visiting actors was also & feature. The
Yadlding vas open daily until late ab night, when it was
Lleéked and watched over by an unarmed, plainclothea, civilian
gabrd who sat in the foyer of the building. This man was

' qf duty moed of - the day and was reliéved gometime during
she 1atcvovenin¢. 1t was not necessary %o produce any
kind of jdentifiocation in order %o enter the puilding. In
addition to various recreationa.l facilities which werse
9rosent jn the house, 2 technical 1ibraxry for the use of
the Joviet and Gexman gpecialists of tha Thimkombinat and
the NIOPiK 1aboratory w8s 1ocated on the second £1o00r of
the east wing. In order tO take any of tness vooke out,

16 was necessary %o written rpisaion from the Soviet
Tomendent, BARAWIK Acrosa the
street, vest of the "House of Lu ure," was 8 residential aTes Y

agnalating of Ltwoe to 1i: 0@ g-ptory, 8tone and frame houses, 50X1
opoupied by workers of &ll grades employed bY the Kninkom=
pinat and the nIoBdkK 1sboratories. .

PITTORTIN 1= - ,

' ovakaya Tlites," 80 calied because of the location of

the Rubezhnoye vank about 100 m. south of the clubhouse

putlding (Point 11) on the eastern side of the street.

%he strest wod about 15 M. wide, oobblestone paved, with

s two-meter wide sidewalk on the eastern side. On the

whst side of this street, about 90 . gouth of the "House

of Culture"” (point 11) was 8 spall park aboul 150 m. X

§ : 100 m: surroundsd vy & l-m high stone wall. The vank
tor which the street was named was 8 two-story tuilding,
_coﬁhtructod of the usual white brick, and-having & sheet
lttl&-eovorod-gable roof. The panlk itself was commonly
called the ngp eregatelnays Kassa" (8avings Bank). There
was -an-entrance to the tuilding from the vest, and all
windovws voth fxont and bhack weTe barrsd. The duilding
wvas guarded by & eivilian guard armed With & rifle during
duty hours and secured by the tow¥n police atter office
hours. | | the pelioe who gusarded the
bank &t night did not patrol the duilding wat merely stoed
in front. The bank was surrounded on the north, east, a%;
South by 8 white brick wall 4 m. high. 0X1-HUM

~
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zoigt 13

oint 1

" point 16

oint 1

COFRFIDENTIAL -
Street . !

Fame unknown, about 10 m. widae, cobblestone paved, and
extending te the west from ihe street shown as Point 14 to
the stadium (Point 1). The street was illuminated by -
gtrest lamps placed at intervals of about 50 m. on the
porthern side of the street. North and south of this
streaet was & loosely scattered residential area..

Street ) :
*Leninskaye Ulitea,® a 15-m. wide, cobblestone~paved street,
extending generally north-south from the southeastern corner
of the Khimkombinat's grounds, through the city of Rubezhnoye,
and out to the northeast to the town of Varvarovkas, about
six or seven kilometers away. A comautess bus traveled along
this street from the above-mentioned town to the Khimkome
binat daily at 0600, 1400 and 2000 hours.

Street T

An unpaved street, 10 m, wide, running due north and south
past buildings shown as Point 16, The entire street was
about: 14 kilometere long from its southern end to the town
limitse.

Buildings-

A cluster of four white brick buildings which stood on the

street shown &g Point 15. The southeramost building was

one story, about 10 m. X 5 m., and housed the Kubezhnoye

pharmacy. On its front a sign hung on which the word

®Apteka” was printed. There wes rua phu«rmacist who had

three female employsas. Busines: Lovrs vere from 0800

to 1800 hours daily and Sundays unti. .« J hours. ..The .
next building was a two-story, 15-m. x 5-m. structure -
which houged the townf®e post office. The next building E
in the cluster was a two-story, l%em. x 5-m. building

which housed Rubezhnoye  telephone exchange and radio- T
repair shop. The telephone exchange was in operation : el

24 hours daily, but not the radio repair shop. The ]

pnorthernmost building was a two-story apartment house B

about 15 m, x 10 m. The entire ¢luéter of buildings was
surrounded by a small wocden fence on the east, north
and south. Otherwise there were no security mwecautions
of any kind apparent. :

Police Station o m=u 
L cluster of three buildings not connected to
each other, housing Rubezhnoye's police station,

a separate sketch showing the layout of the

buildings /see pege 12_7. Building No, 1 was a single~ S0X1-HUM

story structure of white brick, about 10 m., x 6 m.,

and was located at the intersection of the street

(Point. 12) and the road (Point 2). A main entrance to

the building was located at the southern side of the

structure. There was &nother entrance to the court- P
yard just north of this building on the street (Polat 12) i
which wae secured by a large double wooden gate and served

as the vehicle entrance. , The building itself housed the .. .
administrative section of the police force, where the

desk sergeant had his office, Another double wooden gate

CONFIDENTIALAL
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was looated at the eastern end of Building Ro.l, facing
the road shown as Point 2. Building No.2 was & two-

story, windowless structure about 16 m. x 6 m. ;F 50X1-HUM
not know the function it served in the police station.

Building No. 3 was a smaller building in the cluster

and stood well inside the compound; it was hardly visible

from the street as there was a board fence, 4 m. high,
. surrounding the entire ares and shrubbery which qufquite

" 'thickly planted along the s'treets. ' 'The police station's

northern side was bordered by a white. brick wall, 4 m. high.

Which of the buildings housed the jail is unknown to me,

but prisoners could be seen being marched in and out of

the compound on various occasions. ' o 50X1-HUM

Roipt 21 Stmeet .

. A 1§-m. wide, unpaved road, extending in a northeasteyly -
divection from the railroad station (Point 22), through
the town of Rubezhnoye to the town of Beliavka about 7 kms,
northeast of the former.

Point " -Hailroad Station
The station itself consisted of a two-storyywhite brick
building, about 15 m. x 6 m,, and housed the usual station
personnel and administration. There were a total of ten
tracks leading to this station, and it was considered
a fairly large stopping point for both passenger and freight
trains. A wooden platform, which was roofed over at the
station proper, served as the passenger section The
station itself was located on the southwest side of the
railroad line, (Points 4 and 25). The main road (Point 5)
which ran through this s-oca was located on the station's
western side. Directly west of the atation was a resi-
dential area, consisting of small, wooden frame houses
which were actually part of the town of Rubezhnoye.

Point 23 Pactory Area ~ . )

An area of approximately 500,000 square meters, located
- about 1% kms. southeast of the southernmost tip of the

town of Rubezhnoye. The area enclosed an explosives
manufacturing’ plant called "Zavod 20." Entrance to

unauthorized persons was strictly prohibiteds hence, 50X1-HUM
- cannot give more enlightaning information on this plant,

It was ¢ommon knowledge that the plant produced TNT and

other explosives. | 50X1-HUM

| The majority of the Soviet workers

-who were emplcyed in the plant lived in & settlement
about one kilometer southwest of the factory area,
situated on the western side of the rdailroad line

. (Point 25). (Settlement not shown on overlay.) Labor

output of this faotory are unknown to me, and
there was no official connection betweem SO0X1-HUM
8 plant and-the Khimkombinat. The ares was patrolled

by armed guards, but their status (civilian or militery)
is @180 unknown to me. A single track, SRG railroad

spur, which branched off the railroad line (Point 25) at
the scithernmost tip of the Rubezhnoye town area, led in-
to the faciory area on the northwest. ‘ a

CONFIDENTIAL
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Point 24 _ This two-lane, paved road, 30 ®. wide, was aotually the
S continuation of the road shown as Point 5. At & point

approximately 400 m. southeast of the railread statlon
(Point 22), the road intersected the tracksj at this
intersection there was a guarded railroad orossing with
the guard rail remaining in the down position at all
times. The road continuasd in a southeasterly direction.
to the factory area (Point 23) from whioh point it was
unpaveds - :

Point 25  Bsilrosd Lime , o
W - ®his 1ine was' the southern continuation of the railroad
line shown as Point 4.

oint 26 Lake o ‘ '
A small, marshy lake, about 10,000 m. square. 1t was ,
located about 400 m. southwest of the southernmost tip
of Rubezhnoye. There was & larger, "comus'~sheped lako,
about 2 kas. long and 200 m. wide, located sboyt 200 =,
gouthesst of this small leke. The larger lake s nanme vas
npesochnoye Ozero," and was used by the population for
:gwinming and boating.

AR "Beloye Osero," -about 600 m, x 150 m., located about 200 nm,

T southwest of the railroad line (Point 25), and direotly
southwest of the settlement in the samé area. It had very
saridy beaches nnd was used by the population as 8 svimning
and boating resort. - ‘

Point 28 Boardwalk - '
: A wooden walk, 7'm. wide, built on piles 5.m..high to oross
- " over a warshy area. The boardwalk extended in s south-
: westerly direction from e southern tip of the Ehinkgmbinat's
grounds to s point about one kilometer away where it Joined
s road (Point 32). At this intersection the boardwalk ended,
its end supported by an ash and sand foundation, The boards
walk was built of roughly hewn logs, was very shaky, and
- sonld sooommodate only pedesirian traffic.

soint Repervoir SO | -
m the photography on the ma —
Exi}thoro~gppoarl{’!n ,
a large rsservoir. In the time between 1 4 June 1951 50X1-HUM

Zever saw anything that even 50X1-HUM
Tesenbled such a landmark. The area in question was flat :
snd sandys it did not look as if sanything had ever stood

therse. e

Foint 30 gn;dnntitind Aros .

' This area, as well as that of the reservoir (Point- 29),
wes also a complately desolate, sandy duns, on whi
nothing was erected, nor did it look like anything oould
have besn built there at any time, This entire ares,
west snd southwest of the Khizkonbinat's grounds, the area
of the several lakes and the reservoir, was sudjected to
heavy floods during the early spring months., The Donets
River( Point 33)-rose above its banks to an approxinate
distance of two kilometers on either side. The Khimkom-:
binat's grounds were not affected by these floods sinoce

FONPIDENTIAL
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. " that area was between five and eight meterb higher than the
surrecunding Donets Basin,

oint 31 "Road Branch

' "An unpaved, sandy road, 10 m, wide,.#hich was the dbranch
of the main road. (Points 5 and 24)0 This branch skirted
the southwestern end of the Khimkombinat's grounds, the
contismed in a southerly direotion over the leke (Point, 35}
en) a built-up earthen dam, and finally extended into the
road shown asiPoint 32, This branch was the only connec=
tion between the Toad (Points 5 and 24), and the road
(Point 32).

Point 32 Road

. . An unpaved dirt road, 10 m, wide, running in a southerly
diréction from the road branch (Point 311_to the bridge
(Point 34). 'This road led to Voroshilo¥grad in the south
and is the main 'artery to that city. The road was in-
operative during the spring months because heavy floods
put it under several feet of water; and in autumn because
of heavy rains the road was a sea of mud and hence again
unusable. During the remaining months of the year, there
was much heavy freight traffic along this road from points
north and Rubezhnoye.

L

Point 33 River ;

’ i shallow, unravigable river, 200 m, wide, which flowed
in a southeasterly direction at the rate of about 5 km,
per hour in normal times. The river wes completely frozen

~ over from December to March. The soil on either side of
the river was black and extremely fertile; and this basin
area was therefore thoroughly exploited by the population
ag evidenced by the many small ¥egetable gardens scattered
throughout the Rubezhnoyp ATef.

Point 34 Bridge
A 100-m. x 5~m. wooden bridge which could accommodate

“about five tons and had a railing,1# m. high, on either
uidé. The bridge spanned the Donets River at one of its
. . " narrow points:y ‘The road (Point 32), directed all its
AT - vehicular traffic over this bridge. It was dbuilt upon
piles driven into the river bed from which it got ite
entire support. In normal times the bridge stood about
3 m, over the surface of the water. After each flood,
a new br;dée had to be constructed as the old one would
be washed Bway.

Point 35 Lake
. : A lake, 600 m, x 100 m. which bordered the Khimkombinat
. " -on the southwest. It was used as & waste disposal
reservoir by the Khimkombinatt{ hence the water was
dangerously contaminated and emitted a strong odor. To
prevent the spread of contamination during the flood
peason from this lake, an earthen dam was built on the
lake's southwestern banks. This helped only a little,
and the contaminated water spread in spite of the
pracautions. The waste fluids were emptied into the lake:
by means of an open drainage canal which ran through the.
center of the Khimkombinat's grounds.

X
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,

Point 41 - Unidentified Area

] thére wers several heavily damaged empty buildings 50X1-HUM
which were built in an area resembling a coliseum,

| ' | 50X1

Ynlocated $it gg

2. Approxiiutely 10 kms, sontheast of the town of Rubezhnoye vas another
urban area which 1neorp0rated a large factory. This entire ares
was called liskhimstroy. It was connected with Rubezhnoye with
only ome single-track railrpad; and possibly a road which branched
off the main highway running through Rubezhnoye.
‘ \ [the factory in Liskhimstroy was also serviced by
" . sm&ll skreraft which landed directly on the flat, sandy areas on 50X1-HUM
.7% " -which Ltskhimntroy gtood.’ In the years between 1945 and 1951 a '
7w “large factory was in the process of being built and was to be the
. Soviet counterpart of the German Leuna Plants. Without a doubt :
N thig factory was to produce s nthetic ammonia and nitric acid. In
" the spring of 1951[Eﬁffrom Rubezhnoye reddiph:brown.smoke 50X1-HUM
: emitted from the tall brick ssmokestacks in Liskhimstroy, a typical
. gign of the manufacture of nitric acid. | | the Lisk- 50X1-HUM
himstroy factory was to produce nitrogen base fertilizers from . -
nitrie¢ asid and ammonia. Whether further chemical products were
to be preduced ‘here, | | 50X1-HUM

3. In 1dte summer of 1947 six German specialists, all former employees

of ‘the Leuna plant in Germany, appeared in Liskhimstroy. From

‘AOotober 1946 until this time they had been somewhere in Moscow
performing work unknown|  |Iz the begimning, association with
. these specialists was tolerated, but later.it became increasingly

.“difficult .to maintein. any social contact officially. In order to

- avoid any trouble with the authorities, the Rubezhnoye specialists

. ‘broke nearly &ll contact with these Liskhimstroy specisliets.

50X1-HUM

\ 50X1

3

Gtﬁeiil béscription of the‘Countryside

4.:.The ares west of the Doneta River was generally hilly and stony.
_” and coniferously forested. The river bed end ‘its banks, for a
- diltance of about two kilometers, was marshy end contained many
- .small lakes of stagnewt water; otherwise, the soil was very rich
. and fertile.’ The northern side of the river was the opposite;
" it was ‘sandy and barren, except for patches of trees .and vegeta-
$ion scattered about. This sandy area-extended for a dietance
., of about 10 kilometers after which the soil gradually became
darker and more fertile. The topsoil in the sandy areas went down
to a depth of about 2 m., under which a layer of white clay could
. be found. The vegetation in the northern section was also of a
coniferous nature with much low shrubbery. The swampy areas near
the river danks .gave one the impression of a jungle with its fern
and vary‘thick'foliage, The area was in parts supervised dy 1
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~ State forestry commissions which took great pains in preserving the
. pine and codar trees. The more fertile fields —hich were not ale
.ready under cultivation by local citizens were full of fine, green
:¢lofer which :.wag8 uged by cattle for grazing purposes. From various
local -newspapers it was apparent that the governmment greatly en-
couraged forestry control and irrigation. The area north of
Rubeghnoye, past the sandy area, was rich with small vegetadle
gardens and collective farms, These were engaged in growing potatooa,
corn and sunflowers for seeds, these three items being the Soviet
basic staple foods. Beyond the fertile areas to the north were
the famdns Russian stappes. : :

"5 -All arable land in the area was annually divided free of chnrgo anong

’ the employees of the Khimkominat at the rate of 50 - 100 square
meters. per person. These lols were used for vegetable and fruit
gardening, the orops end crop proceeds going to the individual who
raised them. In the cases of the lower praid employees, this proved
an additionsl source of income and food. The fruits and vagetables
sold in the free bazaars came from these gardems, According to local
citizens the farmers on the colleoctive farme ware quite self-
sustaining since the land sufficiently supplied their needs. With
the money earnaed from the sale of their vegetables, many of the
anateur farmers wére able to purchase small numbers of livestook and
in this way further boosted their source of incoms. It must be
born in mind that these amateur farmers ware such only by necessity
and were primarily factory workers.

Urban Area

6. The town of Rubezhnoye had an spproximate population of 20,000, most
of whom ware employed directly or indirectly by the Khinkombisiat,
The central area of the town was thiokly populated and consisted
of two-ar three-story white brick houses. Most of the families
were orowded together in small living quarters, generally as many
as five persons to one room. The outer diastriots were not as
crowded, and mosti living quarters were one-story wooden frame
houses. Most of the streets were lined with poplar trees and
hedgerows. The.town had been bdadly hit during the war btut had
been nicely rebuilt ainoce.

‘Dtilities

7¢ The town of Rubezhnoye-was serviced by 220-volt,AC current which
was supplied by a povwer plant in Dnepropstrovsk. This was the
. +only source of power (the small power station at the Khimkombinat
. :wag only a relay station). The current in the city was extremely
ﬁflow and during the daytime only sbout 80 volts were available for
home use. There were frequent melfunotions in the supply of
current, and a program of power conservation was in effeoct, .
Oooasionally, the power would be entirely turned off between
BTG “add wad 1700 hours; but this did not follow a regular
pattern, and its ocause was thought to be defective equipment at
, the plant in Dnepropeirovak. Power turn-offs were very common in
- the winter of 1950=1951. The Khimkombinat did mot suffer from
lJack of power at any time.because it had its own thermal power
pluut within its gréunds,
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fhe town and the Khimkombinat were supplied with water from a
reservolir located somewhere north of the c¢ity. The pressure vas
poor, and most apartments located om the second and third floors

had hardly any water between the houre of 1700 and 2000, Tpis was
especially true during the summer months, Although the water was
purified with chlorine, it had a soff;pleasant taste. Beacause of

the sandy soil in the area; it was very difficult to locate water
main breaks, and the maintenance personnel who did this work constantly
coaplained eince these malfunctiions occurred gquite fraquently. Some-
tizes these breaks would go undetected for wecka before something was
done about them.

Cooking gas was not available in Rubezhnoye, and all cooking wnd heat-
ing was done with cosl. It was plentiful and cheap in this erea, dut
the only difficulty was the lack of delivery sarvices, In order to
obtain ceal, one had to provide one's own means of transportation,

. TRAVEL RESTRICRIONS

£

10.

All the German specialisis were restricted to the official town limite
of Rubezhnoye, but the latter were never defined. 1In 1949, the .
specialiasts were required to sign in and out, snd everywhere they
went they were required to be accompanied by an "interprester.™ This
rule sleckened down after that year, and we were given free roin in
the town, Some of the Germans did breach the travel reatriction and
made tripe outside the town but did not encounter any difficulty,
Local trains could be used without attracting attention, as tickets
could be purchased aboard the trains. The expr:ses treins were
reserysd, and in order to obtain tickets frou the atation ticket
booths, it was necessary to bes in the possession of official travel
orders issued by the plant or laboratory whare one worked.

CIVIL AIR -DRFENSES

1l.. There Wwere }baolutily no eir raid precautions of any kind in or near

the oity of Rubegzhnoye. There were no bunkers, no air raid sirens
or sntisircraft units or installations anyvhere in Rubezhnoye.

POLIGE ARD SECURITY

o 1’2 [}

-

It was strictly prohibited to photograph any officiel buildings or
Soviet citizenss The police force in the town consisted of about

160 mén who were supervised by & chief with the rank of major.
‘Theit -unifoyms were navy blue, cut to the pattern of the Soviet

.army uniform. They were armed with sidearns; only occasionally did

one see & policeman carrying a carbine. - In 1951 thé police uniform
was 8lightly cheanged in that & bit more color was added to it, but
it remained the pame in design. The force®s average age was about
25, and they were all husky; healthy looking young men. Only the
rs were somswhat older, their average age being about 35,

an « police were seldom seen. A3 far as oould be asen by the
local ditizens of Rubezhnoye, thers were ne specisl police train-

ing activity going on. The police were very friendly and courteous
to evetybody, and there were no conflicts of any kind between them
and the population. The officers of the police force were apparently
well paid, as one of them lived in the same housing project with us,
and hig fa= ly was always clean and well dressed. There were no i
police vehicles of any-kind in the town of Rubezhnoye, and all polics
activity was performed on foot. |
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